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The NeweST Red Book
5th edition of essentials of Fire Fighting
Both FPP and IFSTA celebrate their 75th anniversary this year, and 
that anniversary is marked by the publication of the 5th Edition of 
the country’s top firefighter training manual, Essentials of Fire 
Fighting. It’s the latest and greatest when it comes to the 75-year 
tradition of the Red Books. 

Generations of firefighters have honed their skills using training 
materials developed at Oklahoma State University (OSU). The State’s 
University is called “the West Point of the fire service” for its host of 
nationally recognized academic and technical fire training programs.

In fact, OSU’s Fire Protection Publications (FPP) is the nation’s 
number-one developer of fire service training materials. FPP is an 
auxiliary enterprise of the College of Engineering, Architecture, and 
Technology. OSU also is headquarters for the group that assures 
the validity and technical accuracy of the training materials, the 
International Fire Service Training Association (IFSTA). The first 
training materials the group developed had bold red covers, and the 
Red Books have been a trademark every since.

“In the fire service, everyone knows that the OSU orange and 
black is a tradition – and that the Red Books come from our not-
for-profit publishing organization,” said Mike Wieder, FPP assistant 
director and leader of the group’s editorial and production functions. 
“Of all the organizations that produce training materials for the 
‘boots-on-the-ground’ firefighter, we are the only not-for-profit. 
Our funds recycle into new publications and specialized research 
initiatives that enhance the safety of firefighters and the public.”

Wieder is an excellent example of the OSU influence in the fire 
service. Although a Pennsylvania native, he chose to undertake 
his education at OSU. He received his MS degree in occupation 
and adult education in 1990, a BS in fire protection and safety 
engineering technology in 1986, and an associate degree in fire 
protection technology in 1985. Wieder also completed his volunteer 
firefighter certification through OSU’s Fire Service Training in 1983. 
He has become an acclaimed expert in a broad range of fire service 
training subjects, and a noted author and speaker.

Wieder is passionate on the subject of firefighter training and 
safety. He led the multi-year effort to develop the latest edition of 

Essentials. He volunteered to take on a few questions from the 
Speaking of Fire editors, and the Essentials Q&A that follows is the 
result.

what are the changes in the 1001 NFPA® standard to 
which essentials of Fire Fighting is written?

Fire Fighter I now requires the candidate to meet Haz Mat •	
First-Responder – Operations Level.
All public education activities have been moved from Fire •	
Fighter I to Fire Fighter II; specific activities are outlined in 
the annex.
Fire Fighter I must demonstrate a greater awareness of the •	
importance of proper fitness and nutrition.
Roadway scene safety requirements have increased, •	
including references to the DOT’s Manual of Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (MUTCD).
Acceptable practices for self-survival and rapid intervention •	
team requirements and training are clarified.
The standard no longer addresses flow testing of hydrants.•	

how extensive are the changes between the 4th and 5th 
editions of essentials of Fire Fighting?

The manual has been completely reviewed and rewritten. •	
Many of the traditional skills and techniques remain the 
same but are addressed in an updated context.
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Extreme effort has been made to provide only information •	
that is considered widely as industry “best practices” or 
that has been verified through research.
The fire behavior chapter has been extensively rewritten •	
to ensure it is consistent with current scientific 
understanding, especially flashover. The National Institute 
of Standards and Technology assisted in this effort.
More fire prevention information is included.•	
Rapid Intervention Team information includes mayday •	
information from Burkhart’s National Fire Academy class.
All photos and artwork are in full color. All previously •	
shown illustrations have been redrawn and updated. The 
photos are nearly all new, and more action photos are 
included.
There are two versions of the manual available. The •	
traditional “fire-only” version is known as the basic 
edition, and the expanded edition covers haz mat and EMS 
requirements.

how will the manuals be supported?
Both editions include a CD-ROM of bonus materials for •	
student and instructor use.
The supporting instructional materials are completely •	
revised. All other portions of the curriculum package have 
been completely overhauled. Test questions are in a test 
editor.
The curriculum materials are available only on CD.•	
The curriculum package was completely overhauled to •	
increase user-friendliness and ease of customization. The 
instructor outline format is streamlined, easy to follow, 
and includes thumbnails of the relevant PowerPoint® 
presentations.
The PowerPoint•	 ® presentations include more graphics from 
the manuals and an overall updated look. 
Study guides are available both in print and CD-ROM.•	
A clip-art disc of the manual graphics incorporates all the •	
visuals from both editions.
The Skills Handbook is a brand-new product with step-by-•	
step skills demonstrations in depth.
The Student Workbook is another new product – excellent •	
for self-study or for use as homework or pre-class work.
An all-new validated certification test bank is available free •	
of charge only to IFSAC and ProBoard accredited agencies 
and was created in response to certification agency 
demand.
An online Interactive Workbook will be available for the •	
first time as an in-depth study tool designed to engage 
today’s students.
Instructor materials in Web CT, Blackboard, and Course •	
Compass are available on the companion website, which 
also includes a host of outstanding student and instructor 
resources.
Vango Notes are available through the companion •	
website; brief audio summaries of chapter highlights are 
downloadable for $1.99 per chapter.

how does the 5th edition of essentials stack up against 
the competitors?

Our •	 Essentials of Fire Fighting remains the only recruit 
training manual with a true, peer-reviewed, quantifiable 
validation process that ensures balance and accuracy of 
the information.
Our information is more consistent throughout the •	
manual and is consistent with our full range of materials.
Our supplemental materials, particularly the curriculum •	
materials, are far superior to the competitors.
The addition of Brady EMS material formalizes the •	
partnership of the two leading publishers of fire and EMS 
training materials.

Instructor commends author on 
strengths of hydraulics manual
Mr. Wieder:
I’m teaching hydraulics this semester at Tulsa 
Community College. I’ve read through it now 
and think it is a wonderful text. It is obvious 
that you realized the weaknesses of the few 
other hydraulics books available and made 
significant advancements and improvements. 
Please accept my compliments to you on a 
well-written book.  I plan on making this a 
required text in future driver exams for our 
department.
 
Tom Jenkins
Sand Springs FD, OK

Thanks, Tom! It has really exceeded my expectations, and it is doing 
very well for us. There is an instructor’s disc that goes along with it that 
contains lesson plans, a PowerPoint® presentation, and test questions. 
When I wrote the book, I was angling obviously towards the academic 
market. One of the pleasant surprises is how many departments are 
using it for training and promotions. Even some big departments, like 
Houston, put it on their reading lists. 

Mike Wieder is assistant director at FPP and author of Fire Service 
Hydraulics and Water Supply.

Letters to FPP





EssEntials 5th  adapts Easily 
to individual program nEEds

•	 Offers	customer	selection	from	a	comprehensive	training	and	
learning	package	that	is	fully	integrated	and	cross-referenced

	 —	 Two	complete	training	manuals
	 —	 Full	complement	of	instructor	and	student	tools	in	print		

						and	electronic	media

thE Basic Edition covErs nFpa® 1001 
FirE Fighting rEquirEmEnts

•	 Revised	completely
•	 Demonstrates	the	latest	practices	with	hundreds	of	new	

photos	and	illustrations
•	 Separates	course	materials	for	Firefighter	Levels	I	and	II

thE ExpandEd Edition is comprEhEnsivE
•	 Provides	all	content	in	the	basic	manual	plus	material	to	meet	

NFPA®	472	and	OSHA	1910.120	HazMat	requirements
•	 Incorporates	Brady’s	EMS	content	–	the	industry	standard

chaptErs rEadily idEntiFy nEEdEd 
inFormation

•	 Learning	objectives
•	 Job	performance	requirements
•	 All	applicable	standards	and	guidelines

thE Format is gEarEd For studEnt succEss
•	 Single-column	format	is	easy	to	read
•	 Margins	showcase	key	terms
•	 Case	histories	anchor	concepts	in	the	real	world
•	 End-of-chapter	reviews	sum	it	all	up

a Bonus cd-rom accompaniEs Both Editions
•	 Multiple	choice	questions
•	 Tool	inventory
•	 Glossary
•	 Case	studies
•	 Vehicle	tours
•	 Resume	builder

cd-rom instructional matErials arE 
vErsatilE and Easy to usE

•	 Test	editor	with	questions	for	each	chapter
•	 Customizable	PowerPoint®	presentations	with	photos	and	

illustrations
•	 Lessons	with	presentation	outline,	PowerPoint®	thumbnails,	

and	teaching	tips
•	 Cross-referenced	to	manual	page	numbers

visual rEsourcEs complEmEnt 
thE curriculum

•	 Clip	art	for	PowerPoint®	customization
	 —	 Photos	and	illustrations	from	both	manuals	and

	 						Skills	Handbook
•	 Video	Skills	coming	soon
	 —	 Demonstrates	all	technical	skills
	 —	 Significantly	reduced	price

36538 EssEntials oF FirE Fighting (Basic)...$49.95

36765 EssEntials oF FirE Fighting
   and FirE dEpartmEnt opErations (ExpandEd)...$71.95

36539 study guidE (print)...$30.95

37117 study guidE (cd-rom)...$27.95

36731 curriculum on cd-rom...$50.00

38124 clip art on cd-rom...$25.00

35006 studEnt WorkBook...$45.95

36775 skills handBook — Brand nEW itEm!...$57.95



onlinE rEsourcEs providE outstanding 
instructor support

•	 Free	instructor	resource	center
	 —	 Facilitates	out-of-class	instruction	and	assignments
	 —	 Course	materials	pre-loaded	into	Blackboard,	WebCT,	

						and	Course	Compass™	learning	management	systems		
	 —	 Test	questions	developed	and	validated	by	educational		

						and	subject	matter	experts	for	Firefighter	I	and	Firefighter		
						II	certification

WEBsitE oFFErs FrEE studEnt rEsourcEs
•	 Provides	additional	study	opportunities
•	 Includes	assessment	questions,	case	studies,	audio	glossary,	

and	web	links

nEW skills handBook dEmonstratEs 
skills in dEpth

•	 Valuable	to	instructors	and	students
•	 Contains	skill	sheets	from	both	editions	with	additional	

illustrations	and	photos
•	 Sturdy,	wire-bound	design	lies	flat	for	field	use

studEnt WorkBook rEinForcEs skills 
•	 Useful	for	self-study	or	field	training
•	 Supports	both	manuals	with	page-number	references
•	 Flexible	for	classroom,	homework,	or	pre-course	work	

activities
•	 Answers	in	instructor	materials,	not	in	workbook
•	 Different	types	of	questions	and	activities	for	a	variety	of	

learning	styles

intEractivE WorkBook hElps studEnts 
mastEr thE cognitivE 

•	 Offers	text,	graphics,	animations,	and	videos	through	
COURSE	CONNECT	–	an	interactive	online	resource

•	 Provides	immediate	feedback	on	correct	and	incorrect	
answers

•	 Enables	instructors	to	focus	on	practical	skills	training	during	
class	when	used	as	a	supplement	to	the	manuals	

study guidEs support rigorous prEparation
•	 Print	and	CD-ROM	versions	support	both	manuals
•	 Multiple-choice	questions	are	similar	to	those	found	on	

certification	tests
•	 Questions	reference	relevant	manual	pages	and	are	

arranged	by	chapter
•	 Test	editor	provides	randomly	ordered	questions	for	specified	

page	range	within	a	chapter
•	 Program	gives	immediate	feedback	and	refers	incorrect	

answers	to	relevant	manual	page
•	 System	reports	percent	of	correct	answers	and	identifies	

topics	for	further	study

36538 EssEntials oF FirE Fighting (Basic)...$49.95

36765 EssEntials oF FirE Fighting
   and FirE dEpartmEnt opErations (ExpandEd)...$71.95

36539 study guidE (print)...$30.95

37117 study guidE (cd-rom)...$27.95

36731 curriculum on cd-rom...$50.00

38124 clip art on cd-rom...$25.00

35006 studEnt WorkBook...$45.95

36775 skills handBook — Brand nEW itEm!...$57.95



In	July	1933,	a	group	of	Oklahoma	fire	service	leaders	met	in	the	Stillwater	
Central	Fire	Station	to	explore	better	ways	to	deliver	firefighter	training	and	to	
document	training	procedures.	At	this	meeting,	the	group	developed	10	basic	
firefighter	training	courses	and	a	plan	to	develop	written	training	materials	for	the	
courses.	Both	the	training	program	and	the	publications	effort	would	be	housed	at	
Oklahoma	A&M	College	—	now	Oklahoma	State	University	(OSU).

Impressed	by	this	effort,	an	insurance	industry	trade	group	named	the	Western	
Actuarial	Bureau	sponsored	a	meeting	in	Kansas	City	in	the	fall	of	1934	to	
encourage	other	states	to	adopt	the	Oklahoma		model.	In	a	spirit	of	cooperation,	
the	attendees	chose	to	form	the	Fire	Service	Training	Association	to	collectively	
develop	training	materials	for	publication	and	distribution	by	the	Oklahoma	A&M	
operation.	The	organization	grew	rapidly	and	was	renamed	the	International	Fire	
Service	Training	Association	(IFSTA)	in	1955	when	the	first	Canadian	members	
joined.	The	publishing	operation	—	Fire	Protection	Publications	(FPP)	—	remains	
an	auxiliary	enterprise	of	the	OSU	College	of	Engineering,	Architecture,	and	
Technology	to	this	day.

July	2008	marks	the	75TH	anniversary	of	that	first	validation	conference.	From	a	small-time,	back-room	publishing	office	with	one	editor	and	a	shared	
secretary,	FPP	today	is	a	full-scale	modern	publishing	operation	with	more	than	60	employees.	IFSTA	and	FPP	remain	the	world’s	largest	producer	of	fire	
fighting	materials.	Our	principles	of	developing	high-quality,	peer-validated	materials	remain	unchanged.	Millions	of	firefighters	have	used	IFSTA	materials	
to	learn	their	trade.	When	you	use	IFSTA	materials,	you	become	part	of	a	trusted	legacy	that	extends	three-quarters	of	a	century.

What are the changes in the 1001 NFPA® standard to which Essentials 
of Fire Fighting is written?

Fire Fighter I now requires the candidate to meet Haz Mat First-•	
Responder – Operations Level.
All public education activities have been moved from Fire Fighter I to •	
Fire Fighter II; specific activities are outlined in the annex.
Fire Fighter I must demonstrate a greater awareness of the •	
importance of proper fitness and nutrition.
Roadway scene safety requirements have increased, including •	
references to the DOT’s Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD).
Acceptable practices for self-survival and rapid intervention team •	
requirements and training are clarified.
The standard no longer addresses flow testing of hydrants.•	

How extensive are the changes between the 4th and 5th editions of 
Essentials of Fire Fighting?

The manual has been completely reviewed and rewritten. Many •	
of the traditional skills and techniques remain the same but are 
addressed in an updated context.
Extreme effort has been made to provide only information that is •	
considered widely as industry “best practices” or that has been 
verified through research.
The fire behavior chapter has been extensively rewritten to ensure •	
it is consistent with current scientific understanding, especially 
flashover. The National Institute of Standards and Technology 
assisted in this effort.
More fire prevention information is included.•	
Rapid Intervention Team information includes mayday information •	
from Burkhart’s National Fire Academy class.
All photos and artwork are in full color. All previously shown •	
illustrations have been redrawn and updated. The photos are nearly 
all new, and more action photos are included.
There are two versions of the manual available. The traditional •	
“fire-only” version is known as the basic edition, and the expanded 
edition covers haz mat and EMS requirements.

How will the manuals be supported?
Both editions include a CD-ROM of bonus materials for student and •	
instructor use.
The supporting instructional materials are completely revised. All •	
other portions of the curriculum package have been completely 
overhauled. Test questions are in a test editor.

The curriculum materials are available •	
only on CD.
The curriculum package was •	
completely overhauled to increase 
user-friendliness and ease of 
customization. The instructor outline 
format is streamlined, easy to follow, 
and includes thumbnails of the 
relevant PowerPoint® slides.
The PowerPoint•	 ® presentation includes 
more graphics from the manuals and 
an updated look. 
Study guides are available both in print and CD-ROM.•	
A clip-art disc of the manual graphics incorporates all the visuals •	
from both editions.
The Skills Handbook is a brand-new product with step-by-step •	
skills demonstrations in depth.
The Student Workbook is another new product – excellent for self-•	
study or for use as homework or pre-class work.
An all-new validated certification test bank is available free of •	
charge only to IFSAC and ProBoard accredited agencies and was 
created in response to certification agency demand.
An online Interactive Workbook will be available for the first time •	
as an in-depth study tool designed to engage today’s students.
Instructor materials in Web CT, Blackboard, and Course Compass •	
are available on the companion website, which also includes a 
host of outstanding student and instructor resources.
Vango Notes are available through the companion website; brief •	
audio summaries of chapter highlights are downloadable for $1.99 
per chapter.

How does it stack up against the competitors?
Our •	 Essentials of Fire Fighting remains the only recruit training 
manual with a true, peer-reviewed, quantifiable validation process 
that ensures balance and accuracy of the information.
Our information is more consistent throughout the manual and is •	
consistent with our full range of materials.
Our supplemental materials, particularly the curriculum •	
materials, are far superior to the competitors.
The addition of Brady EMS material formalizes the partnership of •	
the two leading publishers of fire and EMS training materials. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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Trail Blazers
IFSTA and FPP News Briefs 

Nancy Trench Presents Home Safety Council Webinar
Program Teaches Safety Lessons for Preschoolers
In late 2007, Nancy Trench, FPP assistant director, addressed 
members of the HSC Expert Network concerning the leading 
causes of unintentional home injury deaths for children 
ages 1 to 4. HSC hosted the webinar, which was funded in 

part through a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Fire 
Prevention and Safety grant. As a co-presenter, Trench shared some of 
the most effective ways to reach this at-risk population with valuable 
fire safety lessons. The HSC’s Safety Rangers Stay Away from Fire 
Dangers program leads preschoolers on a room-by-room home tour 
to teach them about home fire safety and burn prevention in a non-
frightening way.   

FPP Research Presented in Maine
Pine Tree Burn Foundation 19th Conference a Success
FPP’s Nancy Trench was the keynote speaker at the 
Pine Tree Burn Foundation’s 19th annual conference 
in Bar Harbor, ME, which ran from October 19-20, 
2007. Her keynote address was entitled “Fire and 
Life Safety in the US, a Look at Our History.” Nancy 
also presented research findings in an educational 
session regarding fire safety education for young children.

Mike Wieder On the Road 
Assistant Director for FPP Schedules Several Fall Speaking 
Engagements
Mike Wieder traveled across the U.S. this past fall making 
presentations and serving as the voice of FPP. He presented a well-
regarded presentation on the new Essentials of Fire Fighting 5th 
Edition at the North American Fire Training Directors meeting 
in Portsmouth, NH. Mike spoke on risk management for training 
activities as the keynote speaker at the Connecticut Fire Instructor’s 
Conference Banquet. He addressed apparatus safety at the IAFF 
Redmond Symposium in Chicago. One of his last stops in 2007 was a 
program on competency-based training for small departments at the 
IAFC VCOS Symposium in Clearwater, FL.

CFDIA Honors IFSTA Board Chairman
Morrissette Named Connecticut 
Instructor of the Year
On October 3, 2007, IFSTA Executive 
Board Chairman, OSU alumnus, and 
Connecticut State Fire Administrator 
Jeff Morrissette was named Instructor 
of the Year by the Connecticut Fire 
Department Instructors Association at a 
banquet in Rocky Hill, CT. Mike Wieder 
was keynote speaker and was delighted 
to be on hand to see Jeff receive his well deserved recognition.

Fred Piechota, a retired co-worker, presented the award, 
commenting that he has seen Jeff give 
“…time after time an unwavering desire and commitment on his part 
to provide the highest level of instructional and educational services 
and opportunities to Connecticut’s Fire Service without any regard for 
personal gratification or public acknowledgement.”

Piechota noted, “Whether it is working with the Governor’s office 
or the Legislature on fire service training related matters, with the 
Regional Fire Schools and local departments regarding training 
opportunities, or with the staff at the Connecticut Fire Academy to 
provide the support they need to ensure high quality instruction, I can 
think of no one better to receive this year’s award.” Congratulations 
Jeff!

FPP Editor Speaks at ARFF Conference
Gives Update on New Edition
Jeff Fortney, senior technical editor at FPP, addressed the Aircraft 
Rescue and Fire Fighting Working Group Conference last fall in New 
Orleans to bring them up to date on the Aircraft Rescue and Fire 
Fighting 5th edition due out later this year. He also briefed the Texas 
Fire Commission about the upcoming manual as well.
 

Fire Safety Advocate Plans Book 
Signing at FDIC
Dayna Hilton Authors New Children’s 
Safety Book
Dayna Hilton, national ambassador 
for FireCorps and coordinator for the 
Johnson County Rural Fire District 
No.1 FireCorps in AR, has written a 
new children’s book, Sparkles the Fire 
Safety Dog to be released in April 2008. 
Dayna and Sparkles (a real dog!), will 
kick off a book signing tour in April at 
the IFSTA booth at FDIC. The pre-school 
curriculum the FPP research group 
developed was Dayna’s inspiration for 
the book.

Dayna also wrote an article entitled, 
“The Pros and Cons of Props,” which was published in the October 
2007 issue of Fire Engineering magazine. She is a member of the IFSTA 
Public Education Committee and an expert on fire and life safety 
education. “You are your own best visual aid,” Dayna said. “Nothing 
is more important than the speaker, the voice, and the message.” She 
also noted that props, used appropriately, can enhance educational 
presentations. 

Granito Award Honors Namesake
Journal Recognizes Those Who Serve 
Fire Service and Academia
The International Fire Service Journal of 
Leadership and Management (IFSJLM) 
has announced the creation of the 
Dr. John Granito Award for 
Excellence in Fire Leadership 
and Management Research. “The 
award honors Dr. John Granito, one 
of the premier fire and public safety 
consultants in the U.S.,” said Dr. Bob 
England, editor of the journal.  “Dr. 
Granito will be the first recipient of the 
award that honors him and his service 
to the fire service and to academia.” 
Future recipients of the Dr. Granito Award will present the keynote 
address at the annual IFSJLM Research Symposium.

Kirtley Addresses Organizations about IFSTA Products
Ed Kirtley, IFSTA projects/curriculum coordinator for FPP, was the 
IFSTA ambassador at the 2007 National Association of Hispanic 
Firefighters (NAHFF) meeting in Dallas, TX. Ed gave a presentation at 
the event and met with the organization’s leaders. Particular items of 
interest were the 5th Edition of Essentials of Fire Fighting and the 
translation of the FPP Research Department’s fire prevention and life 
safety educational materials into Spanish.

Ed was a featured speaker at the Kansas State Instructors’ 
Conference in Lawrence, KS. What’s New with Essentials of Fire 
Fighting was a three-hour workshop aimed at state and regional 
level training coordinators, and offered an overview on the Essentials 
components and how each fits into the overall training strategy. An 
Introduction to Essentials of Fire Fighting - 5th Edition was a two-
hour workshop designed specifically for the local training officer who 
trains recruits. The session demonstrated how training officers could 
use each aspect of the complete training package.

Ed also appeared at the Canadian Fire Service Training Directors 
Meeting, October 16-17, 2007, in Montreal, Quebec. An opening night 
dinner sponsored by FPP gave Ed a number of opportunities to discuss 
training issues and the French Canadian Essentials translation 
project on an informal basis. He presented to the entire CFSTD an 
overview of current IFSTA and FPP projects and gave an introduction 
of the Essentials 5th edition product line. Ed noted the group’s 
enthusiastic response to the product line, its completeness, and the 
fact that the manual and curriculum meet the recently adopted NFPA® 

1001 and 472 editions. They also praised the development of the 
certification test bank.

Dr. John Granito

continued on page 4

Morrissette (m) receives award.
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Lodd Update

The National Fallen Firefighters Foundation recently released the 2007 
National Firefighter Life Safety Summit (Novato, CA, March 3-4, 2007) 
final report. The report is the work of over 200 individuals representing 
fire departments and fire service organizations from across the United 
States. Many of the same individuals also participated in the 2004 
Firefighter Life Safety Summit in Tampa, FL. Whether new to the 
process or not, everyone gathered in Novato shared one mission—to 
find meaningful ways to eliminate preventable firefighter line of duty 
deaths.

The objective of the Second Firefighter Life Safety Summit was 
to reflect and refine the original goals put forth in Tampa, examine 
the 16 Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives, and produce meaningful 
recommendations for fire departments committed to adopting and 
incorporating the initiatives. It was deemed imperative that real-
world action plans and recommendations be made available for 
all departments. The plans are envisioned as a road map for the 
Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives Program (FSLI), which, through 2008, 
will concentrate on rolling out plans and training for adopting the 
initiatives at the department level. The work accomplished by the two 
summits, and subsequent mini-summits, provides the foundation for 
the action plans.

The Novato Summit Report offers nearly one hundred 
recommendations with many dozens of sub-recommendations. 
Not every recommendation can or should be adopted by every 
department. Departments that are committed to life safety should 
carefully consider the recommendations and decide how they fit into 
departmental planning for firefighter safety. The recommendations are 
grouped into six categories:  

Fundamental Changes in Fire Service Culture, Attitudes and •	
Behaviors
Research and Learn From Experience •	
Obtain and Apply Technology and Engineering Solutions•	
Reduce Exposure to Violent Incidents•	
Reduce Exposure Through Advocacy & Education•	
Reinforce New Cultural Norms•	

The 16 Life Safety Initiatives and FLSI materials and training 
program belong to the fire service at large. Although the programs are 
administered through the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation, 
these are everyone’s programs and initiatives. Read this report and 
join the national dialog on firefighter safety through adopting these 
recommendations, submitting others to the FLSI program where 
appropriate, and never forgetting the mission—that everyone goes 
home.

The report can be found on the Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives 
Program website www.everyonegoeshome.com “Life Safety Summit 
Report” http://www.everyonegoeshome.com/summit.html

Final Report: Second National Firefighter 
Line-of-duty death Prevention Summit
Participants Refine original Lodd Goals

FDIC 
Indianapolis, IN
April 7-12, 2008

OFIA Annual 
Conference
(Oregon Fire 
Instructors 
Association)
Coos Bay, OR
April 17-19, 2008

FPP on the Road

New England Fire 
and Rescue EMS
West Springfield, CT
June 20-22, 2008

FIRE 2008
Fire Industry, 
Rescue, and EMS 
Expo
Lake George, NY
June 12-14, 2008

TRADE VIII
April 25-26, 2008
Casper, WY

NC Fire Instructors 
Conference
Asheville, NC
May 7-10, 2008

OFCA Holds Winter Workshop in Stillwater
Meeting Features New and Veteran Chiefs From Across 
Oklahoma 
The Oklahoma Fire Chiefs Association held a winter workshop in 
January 2007 in an effort to build relationships among chief officers 
and support them in their roles and responsibilities. FPP provided 
several speakers during the three-day event held at the ConocoPhillips 
OSU Alumni Center at Oklahoma State University. FPP Director Chris 
Neal gave the welcome and keynote address at the New Chief Officer 
Luncheon. Assistant FPP Director Mike Wieder conducted a session on 
highway incident safety, and IFSTA Projects/Curriculum Coordinator 
Ed Kirtley addressed the challenge of politics in local communities. A 
table was set up to provide information on the new Essentials of Fire 
Fighting 5th edition.

IFSTA/FPP wins Best of Show at the Lone 
Star Community Competition
FPP Editorial Staff Receives High Honors 
IFSTA/FPP representatives attended the annual 
awards banquet of the Lone Star Community of 
the Society for Technical Communications held 
on January 10, 2008 in Addison, Texas. The 
4th edition of the IFSTA Fire and Emergency 
Services Company Officer manual received a 
Distinguished rating and Best of Show in the 
Publications/Books division. A distinguished 
award ensures that the manual will be 
submitted to the STC International competition. 
International level awards will be announced in June and displayed at 
the annual conference in Philadelphia. 

The awards banquet was attended by approximately 80 chapter 
members, guests, and recipients. Representing IFSTA/FPP were Craig 
Hannan, Ed Kirtley, Barbara Adams, and Fred and Jessica Stowell. 

In addition to the competition awards, it was also announced that 
an Oklahoma State University student, Lacy Landrum, was awarded 
a scholarship by the Lone Star Community. Lacy is a research tech 
at FPP.

FPP Completes First Phase 
of TIMS Project with USFA
Technical Research 
downloadable on web site 
for emergency responders  
IFSTA/FPP recently completed 
the first phase of a cooperative 
research project with the United States Fire Administration (USFA) 
on Traffic Incident Management Systems (TIMS). The two primary 
components of this project were to familiarize fire service personnel 
with the traffic management requirements contained in the USDOT’s 
“Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)” and to allow 
them to better utilize the concepts of unified command. IFSTA/FPP 
has turned over the final report to the USFA, and the report should be 
available to the public early in 2008. 

As a result of the first project, the USFA awarded IFSTA/FPP an 
add-on project to research the effectiveness of reflective markings 
on emergency vehicles. The project is limited to add-on reflective 
markings and will not look at paint color issues. Research on this 
project has begun and is expected to be complete in late 2008.

continued from page 3

Trail Blazers




