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In this edition of the “Ramblings,” I will do exactly what the title suggests and ramble on with 
some comments on a variety of topics.

I hope by now that you have had a chance to look at the 6th edition of Essentials of Fire 
Fighting manuals and the suite of materials produced to support the manuals. The Essentials 
instructor and student materials are the most robust package of learning materials ever 
developed for the training of firefighters. This suite of materials raises the bar to a completely 
new level. With lifetime sales exceeding 2.2 million copies, the 6th edition will continue as the 
most widely used and influential fire training manual in the history of the North American 
fire service.

The level of support materials will not be limited to Essentials of Fire Fighting. The 
majority of the supplemental materials will also be included in the component package 
for all upcoming IFSTA-validated manuals. This level of learning products, coupled with 
IFSTA/FPP’s ResourceOne learning management system, provide an extensive number of 
options for students, instructors, and administrators.

The next two IFSTA-validated manuals slated for release are Introduction to Fire Origin 
and Cause, 4th edition and Hazardous Materials Technician, 1st edition, both of which will 
have instructor and supplemental materials. The Hazardous Materials Technician is the first 
IFSTA-developed and validated stand-alone text meeting the requirements for the Hazardous 
Materials Technician level in NFPA® 472. It will be the next “big thing” in training hazardous 
materials responders.

If you are attending the 86th annual Fire Department Instructor’s Conference held in 
Indianapolis, Indiana in late April, come by the IFSTA/FPP booth. We will be delighted to 
show you the Essentials 6th package and ResourceOne. We would also like to discuss all the 
other exciting things we have in the works. 

IFSTA is proud to be one of the first two exhibitors to display their materials at FDIC. It 
is hard to believe that the expansive trade show exhibit that we see today actually started 
many years ago in the Peabody Hotel in Memphis, Tennessee! We displayed our books on two 
folding tables in the lobby of the Peabody Hotel. As always, we were leading the way for bigger 
and better things.

I would like to congratulate Executive Director Bill Webb and all the staff and Board 
members of the Congressional Fire Service Institute (CFSI) as they hold their 25th Annual 
National Fire and Emergency Services Dinner during May in Washington, DC. This is a 
wonderful milestone for the CFSI family and for all who support their work. The CFSI has 
given the fire service a unified voice in Washington that has not been seen since the dissolving 
of the Joint Council of National Fire Service Organizations in the late 1980s. Many programs 
and laws, such as the Assistance to Firefighter Grants (AFG), Staffing for Adequate Fire 
and Emergency Response (SAFER), and others would likely not have happened without 
the guidance and leadership of the CFSI. A tip of the helmet to everyone involved in this 
marvelous coalition! 

Stay safe,

Mike Wieder
FPP Associate Director
IFSTA Executive Director
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IFSTA UPDATE 

Introduction to Fire Origin and Cause, 
4th Edition
By Leslie Miller

Introduction to Fire Origin and Cause, 4th edition, 
provides company officers, firefighters, and other first 
responders with the information necessary to determine 
the origin and cause of a fire as required by the relevant 
portions of NFPA® 1001, Standard for Fire Fighter 
Professional Qualifications and NFPA® 1021, Standard for 
Fire Officer Professional Qualifications.

The manual is aimed at first responders who are on 
the scene during and immediately after a fire and may 
be responsible for (or involved with) determining the 
origin and cause of the fire. This manual will assist these 
individuals with the following:

•	 Recognizing	conditions	during	the	fire	investigation	that	may	pose	an	imminent	safety	
hazard 

•	 Using	personal	protective	equipment	and	devices	to	prevent	injury
•	 Understanding	their	responsibilities	regarding	mitigation	of	the	fire	and	examination	

and preservation of the scene afterward
•	 Understanding	basic	fire	dynamics
•	 Observing	and	recording	the	conditions	pertinent	to	the	incident
•	 Conducting	a	preliminary	fire	scene	survey
•	 Locating	the	area	of	origin,	identifying	witnesses,	and	protecting	possible	evidence
•	 Identifying	the	material	first	ignited	and	the	source	of	the	heat	of	ignition
•	 Making	a	probable	determination	of	the	cause	of	the	fire
•	 Ensuring	that	the	initial	investigation	follows	acceptable	legal	practices
•	 Initiating	the	investigative	report	and	taking	appropriate	follow-up	actions
This new edition reorganizes the order of chapters to better reflect the investigative process, 

and it updates information throughout to reflect current best-practices. New and revised 
material includes:

•	 A	revised	fire	behavior	chapter	that	includes	up-to-date	scientific	research	and	
understanding of fire dynamics

•	 New	and	updated	information	about	identifying	and	preserving	evidence
•	 Significantly	expanded	information	on	area	of	origin	determination,	including:

- Detailed explanations, photos, and illustrations of fire patterns and fire pattern 
analysis

- An expanded section on vehicle fire analysis
- Hypothesis development and testing

•	 Expanded	information	about	fire	cause	determination,	including:
- Ignition sequence
- Post-scene investigation
- Incendiary fires

•	 New	and	updated	photos	and	artwork	throughout	the	book continued...
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IFSTA UPDATE – PART 2

continued...

•	 Learning	objectives	and	review	questions	for	each	chapter
•	 A	table	to	correlate	relevant	JPRs	in	NFPA®	1001	and	1021	to	chapter	and	page	number
•	 A	new	format,	changing	from	double	to	single	column,	allowing	for	placement	of	Key	

Terms, Caution boxes, and Warning boxes in the margins
The new information in this book will better enable first responders to protect themselves 

at the fire scene by understanding the hazards present, such as structural collapse and 
atmospheric hazards, that may persist long after the fire has been extinguished. The new 
manual will also:

•	 Explain how fires behave and how that information is relevant to investigations.
•	 Emphasize the importance of securing the scene to prevent spoliation.
•	 Help first responders identify, protect, and preserve evidence from the time they arrive 

on the scene to the time they leave.
•	 Emphasize the importance of establishing the chain of custody for evidence and explain 

when to call for more experienced fire investigators.
•	 Teach personnel responsible for conducting or assisting with an investigation how to 

identify the area of origin by analyzing fire patterns and other information such as 
interviews.

•	 Explain the process and information necessary to make the cause determination. 
The chapter list for Introduction to Fire Origin and Cause, 4th edition, is as follows:
Chapter 1 Investigative Roles and Responsibilities at Fires and Explosions
Chapter 2 Safety
Chapter 3 Fire Dynamics: Behavior, Chemistry, and Physics
Chapter 4 Scene Security
Chapter 5 Identifying and Preserving Fire Scene Evidence
Chapter 6 Area of Origin Determination
Chapter 7 Ignition Source, Ignition Sequence, and Cause Determination

About the author: 
Leslie A. Miller is a Senior Editor at Fire Protection Publications.

continued from page 3...

IFSTA eBooks
By Nancy Trench

IFSTA now offers full-featured eBooks to meet the 
needs of fire department members who are fully 
connected and immersed in the capabilities of mobile 
devices to communicate, socialize, and learn. The 
eBooks include features to make mastering learning 
objectives, referencing information, and studying for 
exams easy, portable, and more effective.

IFSTA eBook features:
•	 Print-book content with more features for 

reading, studying, and learning.
•	 Easy to read! The text is resizable. Enlarge the 

page with a simple thumb and finger gesture. 
Pinch your thumb and forefinger for small text, 
or widen them to enlarge.

•	 Find content quickly! Use the eBook search feature.
•	 Two viewing options: flowable text and print-fidelity screens. It’s easy to switch back and 

forth between the screens.
•	 Locate Course Workbook and Exam Prep references by page number. Page numbers are 

included in both eBook views.       
•	 ALL warnings, cautions, and safety alerts; key terms; illustrations; photos; and tables are 

right there with the relevant text.
•	 Never worry about losing your place in an eBook! Use your eBook through an internet 

connection and find your highlights, notes, and bookmarks every time you log in on the 
same and on a different device. 

•	 Expand your study strategies! Print your eBook “notes” as a study tool.
•	 Need to study NOW? Don’t wait for your book to be shipped. Select your eBook online 

at www.ifsta.org and check out using your IFSTA Account. You are now ready to read 
via your browser! 

•	 Want to read your book on the go? Download the free myIFSTA app, login to the app 
with your IFSTA Account, and you are ready to read your purchased eBooks.

•	 Want every learning advantage and to save money? IFSTA eBooks are priced about 15% 
less than the print versions.

•	 Multiple platforms make eBooks accessible for all: 
– In a web browser for PC and MAC users 
– Through free myIFSTA app on iPhone, iPad, and iPod Touch for Apple users 
– Through free myIFSTA app via Google play on Android devices (coming soon)

•	 Read and study even when you are off the grid. Download any eBook one time to one 
device.

•	 Are you an audible learner? Your eBooks provide text to speech on a MAC or PC.
•	 Want to print a few pages? YES, each eBook allows printing a number of pages.

Watch ifsta.org for additional eBook options.

NOTE: IFSTA and FPP eBooks are not compatible with Kindle or Nook at this time.

http://www.ifsta.org
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IFSTA eBooks:
Essentials of Fire Fighting and Fire Department Operations, 6th Edition
Building Construction Related to the Fire Service, 3rd Edition
Essentials of Fire Fighting, 5th Edition
Fire Detection and Suppression Systems, 4th Edition
Fire and Emergency Services Company Officer, 4th Edition
Fire and Emergency Services Instructor, 8th Edition
Fire and Emergency Services Orientation and Terminology, 5th Edition
Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, 7th Edition
Hazardous Materials for First Responders, 4th Edition
Marine Fire Fighting for Land-Based Firefighters, 2nd Edition
Pumping Apparatus Driver/Operator Handbook, 2nd Edition

FESHE eBooks:
     Fire Prevention Applications, 1st Edition 
     Fire Service Hydraulics and Water Supply, 2nd Edition 
     Understanding and Implementing the 16 Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives, 1st Edition

About the author:
Nancy Trench is the Assistant Director, Research at Fire Protection Publications.

continued from page 5...
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The 25th CFSI Dinner and Seminars Event is 
Calling the Fire Service to Washington, DC
By Chief Dennis Compton

Each year, a very diverse group of fire service leaders and members 
gather in Washington, DC, to pay special attention to the politics of 
moving the fire and emergency services forward with the primary goal of 
supporting this nation’s firefighters. This year (2013) will be no exception as the Congressional 
Fire Services Institute (CFSI) hosts its 25th Annual National Fire and Emergency Services 
Dinner, seminars, and related events on May 8 and 9, 2013. The celebration of the CFSI’s 25th 
anniversary is sure to be a tremendous gathering and a very rewarding experience. 

Through the efforts of the CFSI, the United States Congress has become more aware of 
the concerns of the firefighter, emergency services responder, manufacturer, and fire service 
leaders. Established in 1989 as a nonprofit, nonpartisan policy institute, the CFSI is designed 
to educate members of Congress about the needs and challenges of our nation’s fire and 
emergency services so that the federal government provides the types of training and funding 
needed by our first responders. 

The events will begin on May 8, 2013, as many attendees take advantage of that day (and 
the next day) to visit their Congressional members on Capitol Hill, while also attending CFSI 
educational seminars. All the seminars are directed at policy level information geared toward 
national-level efforts. Subject areas include:

•	 Fire-service-based EMS
•	 Impact of national health-care legislation on the fire service
•	 Fire prevention and public education issues and policy
•	 Federal grant programs and other federal funding
•	 Support for firefighter-safety initiatives
•	 Working effectively with elected officials

The speakers will emphasize the actual application of their concepts and information at the 
state and local levels of government as well. Each seminar is fifty minutes in duration, which 
gives the participants the opportunity to attend several seminars. 

The Dinner will take place during the evening of May 9 and provides participants with 
incredible networking opportunities, as well as a very enjoyable and informative Program. An 
excellent keynote address will be delivered by an elected or appointed national leader from the 
Administration or Congress. Other speakers on the program include the Congressional Fire 
Services Caucus Honorary Chairman and Co-Chairmen, as well as other prominent leaders. 
The Dinner Program also includes the presentation of the following prestigious national 
awards: 

•	 The CFSI/Motorola Mason Lankford National Fire Service Leadership Award 
•	 The CFSI/National Fallen Firefighters Foundation Senator Paul S. Sarbanes Fire Service 

Safety Leadership Award 
•	 The CFSI/International Fire Service Training Association/Fire Protection Publications 

at Oklahoma State University Dr. Anne W. Phillips Award for Leadership in Fire Safety 
Education 

•	 The CFSI/Medic Alert Foundation Excellence in Fire Service-Based EMS Awards 
Each year, the CFSI offers this quality opportunity for people from the fire service to attend 

this unique series of events, which is geared towards making the fire service more effective 
at all levels. Educational opportunities, networking opportunities, and a wonderful dinner 
event fill the three days. The big question is this — Where will you be on May 8 and 9? To be 

informed and get connected to major national fire service issues, we must commit to support 
and attend events where these opportunities present themselves. Arguably, the best place to 
do this is the Annual CFSI Seminars and Dinner Event. I suggest that you strongly consider 
being in Washington, DC, in May and taking advantage of this CFSI sponsored opportunity to 
learn, to network, and to be involved in a process that is critical to the success of the American 
Fire Service… politically and otherwise. Great things have happened politically at the national 
level for the fire service in the past 25 years. We need to celebrate those accomplishments and 
also look to the future. Let’s join with the CFSI in doing just that. Remember, in order to be 
involved and connected, you must be present… so I hope to see you in Washington, DC. 

About the author:
Chief Dennis Compton is a well-known speaker and the author of several books including 
his most recent titled Progressive Leadership Principles, Concepts, and Tools. He has also 
authored the three-part series of books titled When in Doubt, Lead, the book Mental Aspects 
of Performance for Firefighters and Fire Officers, as well as many articles, chapters, and other 
publications. 

Dennis served as the Fire Chief in Mesa (AZ) for five years and as Assistant Fire Chief in 
Phoenix (AZ) where he served for twenty-seven years. Chief Compton is the Past Chairman of 
the Executive Board of the International Fire Service Training Association (IFSTA) and Past 
Chairman of the Congressional Fire Services Institute’s National Advisory Committee. He is 
currently the Chairman of the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation Board of Directors. 

GUEST EDITORIAL
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NAFTD UPDATE
Working Together Means Training Together
By Eriks Gabliks

When we bring new members 
into a fire department, we send 
them to the fire academy for basic 
training. Throughout our careers, 
we conduct in-service and 
advanced training classes either 
at the fire academy or in our fire 
stations. By doing this, we become 
proficient in our craft and ensure 
that we have the knowledge, 
skills, and abilities to perform our 
jobs safely and effectively. Our 
partners in law enforcement do 
the same. 

Occasionally, we work with our colleagues in law enforcement on what we consider routine 
incidents (low risk, high frequency). We may respond to a motor vehicle accident, answer the 
call to an overdose requiring medical care, or respond to a 9-1-1 call and arrive to find an 
elderly resident who suffers from dementia in need of assistance. We handle these calls with 
skill and professionalism.

The past three months have shown us that we need to train together in order to handle the 
major events to which we hope we never have to respond. Sadly, these events now have their 
own term — Active Shooter. We have seen active-shooter incidents occur at a movie theater in 
Aurora, Colorado; at the Clackamas Town Center mall just outside Portland, Oregon; and at 
the Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut. Each of these events required 
joint response and cooperation of local law enforcement and fire-rescue agencies, adjoining 
and mutual aid public safety agencies and allied partner organizations. In order to prepare 
for response to incidents such as these, we must leave our comfort zone of training within 
our organization and train together. The training should not just include the law enforcement 
agency, but other agencies that will respond in support during the event and afterward.

The training should be inclusive but also realistic. Across the nation, fire-rescue agencies 
have developed acronyms, protocols, and a variety of other resources that enable them to carry 
out their work. Law enforcement agencies have done the same. An active-shooter incident will 
require Command Staff, Operations Personnel, and Public Safety Communications personnel 
not only to work together in a cohesive unified response, but to communicate using the same 
language. 

Before an incident occurs, law enforcement and fire-rescue agencies need to discuss 
Operational Plans, Tactical Considerations, and Command Assignments to determine who 
will do what. Before an event, the following must be practiced:

•	 Vehicle placement
•	 Apparatus staging
•	 Access to the incident scene
•	 Communication frequencies
•	 Security for responding agencies
•	 Victim evacuation
•	 Other important considerations 

Both organizations bring a lot to the table. In many communities, fire departments have 
completed preplans for businesses, schools, government buildings, and manufacturing 
plants. Fire departments also have forcible entry tools and techniques that may be needed by 
law enforcement personnel to access a building. Fire/rescue agencies will triage, treat, and 
transport the casualties. Fire departments use the Incident Command System on a regular 
basis and, in addition to establishing Unified Command, can help staff the various positions 
needed to manage and support the incident. Law enforcement agencies will identify and 
eliminate the threat, establish safe working areas for fire responders, and identify a casualty 
collection point where injured victims can be brought for hand-off to fire personnel who are 
protected by law enforcement officers. 

Those who have served with either military or law enforcement tactical teams have likely 
used the contingency planning tool known by its acronym PACE, which stands for Primary, 
Alternate, Contingency, and Emergency. As emergency responders, we are accustomed to 
developing contingency plans. When we look at events such as ones involving an active 
shooter, we need to take some additional steps to have a contingency plan and an emergency 
plan as these are dynamic events that may span a large building and include dozens of 
potential victims.  

While we never want to hear the radio crackle announcing that an active-shooter incident 
is taking place, we need to be prepared. Fire department training officers should reach out to 
their training counterpart at the local law enforcement agency to begin the discussion.  After 
a number of meetings, the next step should be to plan and exercise where both organizations 
can work together to identify what works and what needs additional attention.  You will find 
schools and businesses in your community more than happy to allow you access to their 
facilities as a location for your training. Not only will this allow you to become better prepared, 
it will allow the business or school to test its emergency plans as well.

An important post-training consideration that you should include in your resource plan is 
emotional assistance and behavioral health support for your members. In some communities, 
this assistance may be provided by a fire department chaplain and in others by a group of 
trained peers supported by a licensed professional. Even a training event can affect responders 
who have been exposed to a tragic incident in the past. Ensuring that they can complete a 
debriefing or have access to professional counseling services is necessary.

Information on this important subject area can be found online at the United States 
Department of Homeland Security web page. Training classes in Command and Control 
subject areas are available free of charge through the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland, and through its regional delivery system.

About the author:
Eriks Gabliks is the President of the North American Fire Training Directors (NAFTD). He 
also serves as the Director of the Oregon Department of Public Safety Standards and Training 
(DPSST) and oversees its 212-acre Oregon Public Safety Academy. Eriks has been in the fire 
service since 1980 and holds a bachelor’s degree in Fire Administration from Western Oregon 
University and a master’s degree in Public Administration from Portland State University.
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FPP NEWS

Fred Stowell Retires from FPP
Fire Protection Publications (FPP) Senior Editor Fred 
Stowell retired on March 31, 2013, following more than 
12 years of service to IFSTA and FPP. During Fred’s 
tenure he was the writer/project manager for a number 
of IFSTA/FPP’s top-selling manuals, such as Fire and 
Emergency Services Company Officer, 4th edition; 
Structural Fire Fighting: Initial Response Strategy and 
Tactics, 1st edition; Occupational Safety, Health , and 
Wellness, 2nd edition; and Essentials of Fire Fighting, 6th 

edition. Fred represented IFSTA on the NFPA® 1400 Fire 
Service Training Committee. Before joining IFSTA/FPP, 
Fred spent 26 years on the Tulsa (OK) Fire Department 
and retired as a chief officer. We are grateful for Fred’s 
longtime service to IFSTA/FPP and to the fire service in 
general.

IFSTA NEWS

IFSTA Welcomes New Executive Board Members

Josh Stefancic
Josh Stefancic is an Assistant Chief with 
the City of Largo Fire Department in 
Largo, Florida. Josh began his fire service 
career as a firefighter/paramedic in 
Chicago’s northern suburbs.

Josh has been part of the IFSTA family 
since 2009 and has served on many 
working committees including: Fire 
Detection and Suppression Systems, 4th 
edition and Essentials of Fire Fighting, 
6th edition. He is currently serving on 
the Aerial Apparatus Driver/Operator, 
3rd edition committee.

Josh received his Bachelor of Science 
degree from Oklahoma State University 
(OSU) in Fire Protection and Safety Engineering Technology. He also received his 
master’s degree from OSU in Fire and Emergency Management Administration. 
Josh is currently enrolled in the National Fire Academy’s Executive Fire Officer 
Program and plans to graduate in 2013.

Claude Beauchamp
Claude Beauchamp is the Director 
of Operations at the Quebec 
National Fire Academy. He began 
working at the Academy in 2003 
as an academic advisor and was 
promoted to his current position 
in 2006.

Claude has been involved 
with IFSTA for several years and 
served on the Strategy and Tactics 
and the Essentials, 6th working 
committees.

Claude is a certified Fire Officer 
II and Instructor II and has earned 
his Master of Arts and Master of 
Public Administration. Claude 
is an advocate for the French-
speaking firefighters of North 
America and leads major translation projects of IFSTA’s manuals: Essentials V, 
Fire Investigator, Fire Instructor, etc. Claude is involved in many international 
fire service organizations including IFSAC, ProBoard, NAFTD, Canadian Fire 
Service Education, Training and Certification Council and maintains contact with 
different European and Mid-Eastern organizations in France, Sweden, Germany, 
and Saudi Arabia. 

Claude says, “My dedication to the professionalization of the Fire Service goes 
from the boots on the ground to the large ensembles and knows no boundaries.”

Meet New IFSTA/FPP Representatives

John Konrad
IFSTA/Fire Protection Publications Representative
john.konrad@osufpp.org
“I have been with FPP for almost three months and have 
enjoyed every minute of it. Working at FPP has been a great 
learning experience for me, and I continue to learn each day 
from the extraordinary staff.”
For the past five years, John has been a volunteer firefighter 
for the Perkins (OK) Fire Department. Previously he was 
the Training Manager at a medium security prison in 
Oklahoma.
John Konrad was born and raised in Southern California. 
He studied aviation technology at Oklahoma State 
University and graduated from UC Santa Barbara with a 
degree in History. Before moving to Oklahoma, John taught High School Earth Science and 
Biology in Hollywood.

Mike Sturzenbecker
IFSTA/Fire Protection Publications Representative
mikeS@osufpp.org
Mike Sturzenbecker has been with IFSTA/FPP for six years 
and has recently transitioned from his role as a Senior 
Editor to the IFSTA’s Sales and Marketing department.  
Mike has nearly 15 years of fire and EMS experience. He is 
an active fire service instructor and serves as a firefighter 
for the Ingalls (OK) Fire Department.  He lives in Stillwater 
with his wife, Sarah and son, Connor.

http://info.ifsta.org/about/ifsta-executive-board/ifsta-executive-board-bios/josh-stefancic
http://info.ifsta.org/about/ifsta-executive-board/ifsta-executive-board-bios/claude-beauchamp
mailto:john.konrad@osufpp.org
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