Essentials of Fire Fighting, 6th Edition

Firefighter Personal Protective Equipment


Skill Sheet 6-I-2
Objective 17:
With structural personal protective equipment (PPE) in place, demonstrate the over-the-head method of donning an SCBA. [NFPA® 1001, 5.3.1]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skills evaluation checklist, students will don SCBA. You should inform students of any time requirements for this skill. The NFPA® requires that SCBA be donned in one minute. 
The steps given in these skill sheets are general procedures for donning an SCBA. The specific SCBA manufacturer’s recommendations for donning and use of the SCBA should always be followed. Some department SOPs only allow seat-mounted SCBA or the facepiece to be donned upon arrival at the scene after the apparatus has stopped. Local procedures must be followed to ensure the safety of the firefighter. Specific steps for donning may vary by department according to local policy.
Equipment & Materials

	· Appropriate PPE including SCBA
	· SCBA storage case or compartment

	· PASS Device
	


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the candidate has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.
	Evaluator/Candidate Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skills Evaluation Checklist

Objective 17:
With structural personal protective equipment (PPE) in place, demonstrate the over-the-head method of donning an SCBA. 


NOTE: The following are general procedures for donning an SCBA. The specific SCBA manufacturer’s recommendations for donning and use of the SCBA should always be followed.
	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	1.
	Position the SCBA with the valve end of the cylinder away from the body, the cylinder down, and back frame up. All harness straps are fully extended and untangled.
	
	

	2.
	Open cylinder valve fully. Listen for the activation of the integrated PASS Alarm if equipped. Listen for the activation of the Low Air Alarm.
	
	

	3.
	Check cylinder and regulator pressure gauges. Pressure readings within 100 psi OR needles on both pressure gauges indicate same pressure.
	
	

	4.
	Grab the back frame so that the shoulder straps will be outside of arms. Using proper lifting techniques, raise the SCBA overhead while guiding elbows into the loops formed by the shoulder straps.
	
	

	5.
	Release the harness assembly and allow the SCBA to slide down the back.
	
	

	6.
	Fasten chest strap, buckle waist strap, and adjust shoulder straps.
	
	

	7.
	Don facepiece over the head and securely tighten the straps, pulling the straps straight backwards, not out to the side.
	
	

	8.
	After straps are tightened, test the facepiece for a proper seal and operation of the exhalation valve.

NOTE: Not all facepieces are designed for a seal check without the regulator being attached and activated.
	
	

	9.
	Don hood, ensure it covers all exposed skin.
	
	

	10.
	Connect air supply to facepiece.
	
	

	11.
	Activate external PASS device, if not equipped with integrated device.
	
	

	12.
	Don helmet, with chin strap secure and adjusted, and gloves.
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